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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, MX 

SUBJECT: GOM INTEREST IN STATUS, PROVISIONS OF TRADE BILL 
REE: STATE 256609 

1. ABEL GARRIDO, INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AFEAIRS, TREASURY, 
REQUESTED MEETING WITH EMB ECON OFE DECEMBER 2, PRINCIPALLY 
TO DISCUSS STATUS AND CERTAIN PROVISIONS TRADE REFORM ACT 
(TRA). 

2. ONE ITEM OF PARTICULAR CONCERN MENTIONED BY GARRIDO 

IS STATUS PROVISION THAT MEMBERS ORGANIZATION PETROLEUM 
EXPORTING COUNTRIES (OPEC) AND SIMILAR PRODUCERS' CARTELS 
BE DENIED GENERALIZED PREFERENCES (GSP) PROVIDED EOR IN 
TRA. GARRIDO NOTED THAT WHILE MEXICO NOT MEMBER OPEC, 
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SERIOUS CONSIDERATION IS BEING GIVEN TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
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FUTURE. ALSO MEXICO HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN PRODUCERS MEETINGS 
(I.E. SUGAR, AS DESCRIBED MEXICO 10030). IN THIS REGARD 
GARRIDO WONDERED WHETHER TRA CONTAINS DISCRETIONARY 
AUTHORITY OR WHETHER MEMBERSHIP IN OPEC OR OTHER 
PRODUCERS' ORGANIZATION WOULD BE DEFINITVE BAR TO GSP. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE FURTHER 
MESSAGES ALONG LINES STATE 226810 AND REFTEL TO ASSIST 
IN KEEPING INTERESTED GOM OFEICIALS INFORMED STATUS OF 
TRADE BILL. 

BRANDIN 
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